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    November 2022 

                  St. George’s Anglican Church 

               Gate Pā, Tauranga.  
 

 

Bless us O God 
 the road and the journeys  

that are before us. 
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We pray 
for people whose journeys are 

 hard and dangerous. 
 

We pray 
for people who are afraid of 

what they will find at the end of their journey. 
 

We pray 
for people whose journeys 

are happy and hopeful. 
 

We pray 
for people who make our journeys possible. 

We pray for ourselves that we may be ready to go 
where God calls. 
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Vicar’s Blog 
Peace and all good 

 
Kia tau ki a koutou te pai me te rangimārie o te 

Atua – May God’s peace and goodness be upon 
you this Advent. 

 
To be honest I am still wondering what happened to April and can’t quite believe 
this year is nearly over. This was not helped by my times away between July and 
October, some as archdeacon and for TSSF and some for holiday. 
Vestry has been hard at work addressing our maintenance issues and planning to 
improve access for those with mobility issues. So far we have painted the vicarage 
roof and replaced the lean-to roof. There is still more work to be done there. We 
are hoping to change the flashing on the linkway roof once we have secured 
funding. And over summer the roof of the hall and offices will be painted. While 
some of our projects are eligible for applying for outside funds these big projects 
need to be covered by our parish reserves.  
I am grateful to Faye Mayo and all who were involved in organising the running of 
the Art Exhibition. The funds from this will in part go to the Tauranga Women’s 
Night Shelter, and will help with our part of the mobility park and rail to the office. 
We are hoping to apply for funding for the rest.   

The last nearly three years have been tough 
on us all, and tough on churches and 
organisations like churches. In some ways 
Covid is to blame. But as we were reminded 
again at our Clergy School, the world we live 
in has changed. The maps we once used to 
know how to run a parish no longer work. 
Like many churches, sports and service 
clubs, it is hard to find people to fill the 

roles. Increasingly what was done by volunteers is now paid for. We are aging. We 
are in unmapped territory, and we have no easy answers. Everything is changing, 
even how we lead. 
Our world and this country is changing.  Māori are claiming their place as Māori in 
our society. Te reo Māori is being used in all sorts of places. The vision of Te Tiriti o 
Waitangi - The Treaty of Waitangi of Māori being responsible for their own affairs 
is being realised in areas like health. They are increasingly being offered room at 
the decision making table to offer their unique was of seeing the world to help us 
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all make better decisions for everyone. This is something that our Church has lived 
for over 30 years now. Not everyone is happy about this. Change is difficult. 
Change brings grief, anger, and a longing for the way it used to be. But we can’t go 
back. We need to find our way in this new world. And we have much to offer. Cliff 
and I are working on offering more lectures next summer to help people learn 
about our history and how we got to where we are today. 
And here we are at the beginning of Advent. Time to give thanks and let go of the 
year or years that have been. Time to give thanks that we have been able to gather 
in church. We have prayed for peace and planted our peace pole. We joined 
people of other faith communities and prayed for peace. We held a wonderful 
SPCA Animal blessing service and gave thanks for our pets and all animals. We 
joined churches around the world in the Season of Creation. It is time to anchor 
ourselves in the hope found in the Christmas story and the promise of God’s reign 
of justice and peace found in Christ. 
I am grateful to Andrea Andresen for her work organising and running the All Souls 
service on November 6. We offered people a space to give thanks for those we 
mourn and to reflect on our grief, and how-to live-in ways that honours their 
memory. Maybe we need to do this for what seems to have been lost over the last 
few years. 
In the past I have written about the need to pray our confusion, bewilderment, 
frustration, and hopelessness with honest lament. As we enter Advent, I invite you 
to bring your thankfulness and lament into the themes of Advent. In Advent we 
recall that God stands with us in lament, weeps with us in our despair, shares our 
frustration. We are offered hope in God’s pre-emptive strike of love seen in the 
birth of this child. And in the cross, we are freed from the chains that hold us to 
our current ways of both seeing things and of living. We are given the chance to 
see our world with fresh eyes. What is it we long for as we begin a new year? I 
hope we might continue to grow into being a community that lives out love - love 
found in justice, generosity, compassion, goodness, welcome and shalom. 
This Advent we are offering these times to gather and to grow in this love. On 
November 27 we will gather for a quiet contemplative Taize service.  Sunday 18 we 

will take our learnings from last year and are offering a “Carols on the Lawn” at 
4pm.  Please invite friends and neighbours to both these. Our Christmas services 
start with the Children’s Service at 7pm on Christmas Eve, Carols and Midnight 
Mass at 11pm, and the Family Christmas Celebration at 9am Christmas Day.  
For the following five weeks there will be one service each week at 9am Sunday 
finishing on Sunday 29 January with a parish picnic after church.  
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As we enter into this season of Advent I offer this final prayer; 
O God, take our minds and think through them, 
take our lips and speak through them,  
take our hearts and set them on fire with love for you; 
may your kingdom come. 
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Wardens’ Report 
Christmas is coming fast and in no time at all we’ll be 
in Ädvent. 
 
Over the last couple of months we have held the second course of Senior Chef, the 
planting of the Peace Pole, the second Art Exhibition and are now starting the 
Christmas Carol service choir practices. 
  
The second course of Senior Chef has 4 people attending after a couple pulled out 
at the last minute. This programme is proving to be a useful exercise for older 
people both to learn new cooking skills and to meet and enjoy company. The few 
of us that missed one of the sessions from the first course joined in with the 
second course to catch up on the missed classes. Our third course will be run early 
next year and I would recommend it to anyone who would like to brush up on 
cooking skills. 
 
In late October the Peace Pole finally was installed in the garden edge of our 
carpark. It was well attended by our parishioners, the Jacobite and Dream Church 
congregations. The installation was followed by a sumptuous feast of ethnic food 
provided by each congregation. 
 
Our second running of the Art Exhibition took place in the lounge and hall at the 
end of October. Again the art on display was an interesting mix of traditional 
landscapes and more abstract pieces. While we did not attract as many people to 
the Friday Gala as last time it was reasonably well attended and had a steady flow 
of people through on the Saturday. Quite a few of the painting sold and this will 
have added a significant amount to the parish finances. 
 
Our Carol Service is again planned to be outdoors in the park so hopefully the 
weather will be kind again. Our choir has started practicing the pieces we are to 
sing and these are a mixture of new carols and some we have sung over the 
previous years. The service is on Sunday the 18th December at 4 pm and this year 
if the weather doesn’t play ball we will be able to hold the service inside. 
 

Vestry Notes… 
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Vestry continues to meet on Zoom as we decided we would continue meeting this 
way until next year. Several major expensive items of maintenance have been 
completed including reroofing part of the vicarage and repairing some rot in 
window sills in the lounge and linkway. There are some more very expensive items 
to do including a repaint of the hall and lounge roof and replacing the lounge 
ceiling in the vicarage damaged with the roof leaks. These are set to happen in the 
next few months. 
 
The Wardens and Vestry wish you all a happy and safe Christmas and New Year 
and look forward to seeing you all for the Christmas services. 
 
God Bless 
Clark Houltram 
Vicars Warden 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
From the Register 

 
  

    

 
 

 
  

Funerals 

 

Fay Haycock   

17/10/22 

 

Kitty Rossiter 

21/11/22 

Baptisms   
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CENTREPOINT CATCH UP  
As we come to the end of another year at Centrepoint it has 
been a year with many ups and downs. Covid brought about 
many challenges, with staff shortages, illness, restrictions and 
of course mask wearing.  We all got so used to wearing them 
while in the shop that when the mandate was lifted, we all felt 
a little naked without them. There were many challenging 
moments with some customers refusing to abide by the shop’s 
requirement for masks to be worn.  Some of the volunteers were subjected to 
verbal abuse and name calling; all the volunteers handled themselves with 
composure and dignity during these trying times.  Let’s hope that 2023 finds 

people a little less angry and more 
compassionate towards each other. 
We will be thanking our valued volunteers and 
management committee with a Christmas lunch 
at the Oak Tree Restaurant in Greerton on the 
10th of December.  At these lunches we used to 
do Secret Santa presents, but we have stopped 
this and now the volunteers are asked to bring a 
donation for the food bank.  It amazes me how 

generous people are, and the food bank is always grateful for our contributions at 
this busy time of the year. We are going to shake things up a little bit this year with 
a quiz, which has been organized by Faye Mayo 
and a Christmas hat decorating competition.  
Not everyone is that keen to decorate a hat to 
wear, John Hebenton and Ainsley Max just to 
mention a few, but others are going all out, with 
some very unexpected competitive personalities 
showing up. This should be fun, and I will share 
some photos in the next web.  
Well, that is all from me for 2022. May you all 
have a lovely Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
And remember that if you have a few spare 
hours in your week next year Centrepoint is 
always looking for new people to join our happy 
little crew.  
  
Kate Heselden (Manager)  
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Unveiling a Peace Pole at St George's Gate Pā 

The idea of Peace Poles was thought up by Masahisa Goi in 1955 in Japan. Since 
then, more than 200,000 have been placed around the world in close to 200 
countries. There are several in Tauranga. The pole usually has the message "May 
Peace Prevail on Earth" in several languages, including the one of the countries 
where the pole has been placed.  This message is sometimes called a peace prayer. 

Encouraged by the local Quaker community, St George's decided to place a peace 
pole on the church land which is the site of the significant Battle of Gate Pā. It will 
be visible to thousands of people travelling on Cameron Road each day. Some 
peace poles are quite plain but St George's commissioned local artist Sam Allen to 
paint the pole in colourful lettering and designs. The four sides of the pole 
represent the four languages used in worship at St George's; English, Te Reo 
Māori, Korean and Malayalam (the Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church). 

The pole was unveiled at a short ceremony at 11:30am on Saturday 15 October on 
the corner of Cameron Road and Church St Gate Pā.  There was an amazing shared 
lunch including food from the Korean and Jacobite Syrian Orthodox congregations 
afterwards, and the Quaker group joined with us for a wonderful celebration of 
interfaith communities.   

A Peace Pole is an internationally-recognized symbol of the hopes and dreams of 
the entire human family, standing vigil in silent prayer for peace on earth. Each 
Peace Pole bears the message May Peace Prevail on Earth in different languages 
on each of its sides. There are estimated over 250,000 Peace Poles in every 
country in the world dedicated as monuments to peace.  
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From left to right  
Senior Pastor Soojin Choi –(Rev. Daniel Choi, Tauranga Dream Church) 
Archdeacon Rev. John Hebenton (St George’s Anglican Church, Gate Pa) 
Quaker Representative  Samuel Hartman 
Cliff Simons – (St George’s Vestry) 
Fr Elvin Abraham – (St George Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church – Tauranga) 
Sam Allen (artist). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Whanau Aroha 
 

We would like to invite anyone interested 
to join us for our Children's Christmas Party  
Thursday 8th December 4:30pm – 6:30pm 
at Merivale Whānau Aroha, 45 Henderson 
Crescent, Tauranga.  
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CHRISTIAN WORLD SERVICE (CWS) is the international aid and 
development agency of Protestant Churches of New Zealand, 
including the Anglican Church. Established to help in war-torn 
Europe, CWS has been working for change ever since. We help 

communities survive disaster and overcome poverty. 
CWS provides help where it is needed – regardless of race or religion by 

• Funding groups tackling poverty and helping people build decent livelihoods 
in their own communities 

• Responding to humanitarian emergencies 
• Raising awareness of development issues within Aotearoa New Zealand 
• Campaigning against the causes of global poverty and injustice. 

Visit our main website for a list of our funders, supporting churches and partners 
as well as our values, history, annual report and personnel. 

WHAT IS GIFTED? 
Each Christmas we invite you to support their 
Christmas appeal. This year how about doing 
something a bit different and supporting “Gifted”. 

Gifted is the alternative gift programme of Christian World Service (CWS). It has a 
gift for every occasion – all gifts help people overcome poverty and injustice in 
their local communities. So your gift gives twice – once for Christmas, AND once to 
people in need around the world. 

All gifts make real changes for people who need a hand up out of poverty. Each gift 
contributes to a long-term programme that could: improve access to food, water, 
health care, education, and human rights as well as provide new income 
opportunities, environmental protection, and emergency relief. Gifts contribute to 
building self-reliance so families and whole communities can look after themselves 
now and in the future. 

To find out more either pick up one of the pamphlets in the church foyer or go 
online. There are a range of gifts available. When ordering you can pick the 
country, gift, outcome, or price that suits you best. CWS will send you a card 
featuring your gift and space for your message and an envelope. You can send or 
give the card to friend or family – or you can choose the ecard option and save on 
paper and postage.  Your purchase becomes a donation to a programme that is 
helping people improve their lives and livelihoods.  

 You can find out more information on how to give creative life giving presents 
this Christmas at https://gift.org.nz/how-does-it-work/ 

http://www.cws.org.nz/
https://gift.org.nz/how-does-it-work/
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Update from Bishop Andrew  
  

  
Bi-vocational Ministry 
Over the past nearly eight years in 
my time as Bishop of Waiapu I have 
been considering many aspects of 
the models of ordained ministry in our life as a church. 

One of these has been that of bivocational ministry – that is an intentional mixture 
of stipendiary ordained ministry set alongside paid work in another part of the 
community. The essence of bivocational ministry is an expression of seeking to 
explore and be faithful to two vocations. We have experienced this kind of mixture 
more often in the church where there have been non-stipendiary clergy offering 
voluntary ministry set alongside other work commitments in the community. 
Bivocational ministry offers a different look at how we can lead in a community of 
faith and bring together elements of faithful ministry in the church to our faithful 
work in the community and vice versa. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Message either Patricia 021 0292 1498 to help spring 
clean the church or Clarke 07 5432366 for outside 
gardens 

Saturday 17
th

 December 

9.00am – 12 noon. 

In preparation for Carol Service and the Christmas 
Services 

Many hands make light work. All cleaning products and 
tools are provided. 
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Following a period of discernment paying attention to the thought and inspiration 
that I could not shake, and with the opportunity put in front of me following my 
recent stint working with Hato Hone/St John Ambulance during the pandemic, I 
have decided to take a step of faith into bivocational ministry and lead by example. 
I will be splitting my time between stipended ministry as Bishop of Waiapu and 
paid work as an Ambulance Officer with Hato Hone/St John Ambulance, 
commencing this week. I shared this news with our Standing Committee prior to 
leaving for our time away in Lambeth and with their support I’m excited to embark 
on this new season. To accommodate my work with Hato Hone/St John Ambulance 
I am going to reduce my commitment as Bishop to 0.8FTE, meaning that essentially 
I drop a day a week. This is primarily about managing expectations of my 
availability. I’m confident that I can do this without over burdening myself or 
undermining the role of Bishop as I have the good support in place now of the 
Vicar General and the team of Archdeacons. I have also withdrawn from some of 
the heavy commitments that I held within the Province related to Te Kotahitanga 
and Te Kaunihera. While the work within the ambulance sphere is on a rostered 
rotational basis I am also supported in that workplace with flexibility to make 
changes to the rostered days when necessary. 
My motivation for pursuing this is about paying attention to the sense of call 
toward bivocational ministry and to explore what this could look like for our 
Diocese, to lead into an unknown place by example with the support of colleagues. 
This is not a decision based on the affordability of the role of Bishop as the funding 
for my role is not in question. 
The feedback I’ve received from those I work with in St John has been very 
encouraging, and likewise from clergy and laity I have shared this with I have also 
received encouragement and support. It may well be that there are other 
opportunities for us to explore with bivocational ministry in some parts of the 
Diocese and I’m open to doing that with discernment and care. 
I look forward to sharing insights with you as I explore this new season and invite 
your prayerful support. As always, Sandra will continue to manage my diary and 
we welcome opportunities for me to join with parishes for special occassions. 
 
 
 

‘The only impossible journey is the one you never begin.’ 
Tony Robbins 
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Some Reflections From My Time Away Part Two - Wales 

A highlight of my time in the UK was my time in the north of Wales visiting the 
then Minister Provincial for TSSF. On Friday I trained to Bangor, being the lonely 
mask wearer and was met by Tim Higgins and his wife Pauline. We had some full 
days of exploring arranged. It began with a picnic lunch on the promenade created 
by Belgium refugees in WW1 as a thankyou to the local community for taking them 
in. We spent time on Ynys Gored Goch in the Menai Straits, in St Tysilio’s church.   

Tim and Pauline live on the Pen Llyn/Lyeyn Peninsular. It is an ancient pilgrimage 
route to Bardsey Island, with a number of churches along the peninsular offering 
shelter for pilgrims as they made their way to St. Mary’s church before the 
hazardous crossing to Bardsey. Over my time there we visited several of these. On 
this day we stopped at St Beuno‘s. On Monday we went to Holywell near Chester, 
where Beuno is said to have healed Winnefride whose head had been severed by a 

would be suitor/rapist. For 
some this is the beginning of 
the pilgrimage route. 

We finished the day at Ty 
Coch Inn, which is described 
by Lonely Planet (I think) as 
one of the best beach pubs in 
the world. A delightful place 
beach and little community 
with a great outdoor bar. No 
masks here. 

Saturday began fine but slowly got mistier and wetter.   After a slow morning we 
set off for Amugueddfa Forwrol Llyn 
Martime Museum, which is in a little 
church (old St. Mary’s) in Nefyn. Hidden 
away I wonder how it keeps going. It 
explores the maritime history of this area. 
As an aside, when the Roman church 
arrived it built churches on top of or 
renamed British churches as “St Mary”. 
There are a lot of churches to Mary 
around here. 

Later we went to Eglwys Hynwyn Sant in 
Abderdaron. This little church is one of The double nave at Eglwys Hynwyn 

Sant to house pilgrims 
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those where R S Thomas was vicar, and it was Jim Cotter’s last parish, before he 
got too sick and had to retire. The Lord’s Prayer in Night Prayer is based on his 
version. 

Sunday we were off to church at Eglwys St 
Pedrog in Llanbedrog. Ven Andrew Jones is 
the vicar. Lots of Welsh, High church. No 
incense. No masks. No cup. Later that day I 
got to chat with Archdeacon Andrew about 
Celtic or British Christianity, as he names it. I 
am interested in reading his “Every Pilgrims 
Guide to Celtic Britain and Ireland.” We then 
drove back to Aberdron and visited Porth y 
Swnt, a wonderful place that introduces the 

amazing natural environment through multimedia, poetry, sculpture and other 
artwork. I was chased out by 
the vacuum cleaner. At 5pm 
we then joined the people 
of Eglwys Hynwyn Sant for a 
sing on the beach, some in 
English and some in Welsh. 
They were singing under the 
balcony of a pub. The people 
there asked for songsheets 
and joined in with gusto, 

especially for the Welsh hymns. And then spit roast boar for all and sundry. A 
beautiful evening. We finished it by driving out to Mynydd on the end of the 
peninsular to look out to Bardsey Island where we hoped to go on Tuesday, 
weather permitting. We walked down to St Mary’s where the pilgrims  left from on 
their way to either Bardsey or eternal peace. 

Monday was a big day. We went to St Asaph’s to 
meet some of the local Franciscans, and to 
explore the cathedral and the exhibition about 
the translation of the bible into Welsh. It is a 
great story of how this and later translations 
played a significant role in saving the Welsh 
language. I wonder what role the Paipera Tapu 
and the Rawiri plays for te reo Māori. Next we 
drove nearly to Chester to visit Holywell, one site 
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that tradition says the pilgrims to Bardsey would leave from. This is where 
Winefride (Gwenffrewi) was beheaded and healed by Bueno. A stream sprung up 
and is still a site of healing today. While we were there, families came and fathers 
reverently dunked their children in the cold water, others swam, or splashed. And 
two young women reverently and slowly walked around the pool praying the 
rosary.  

We drove home through Snowdonia as the weather packed up, the mist came 
down, the mountains fled from view, and our chances of going to Bardsey were 
blown away. We stopped for coffee and or beer at Betws-w-Coed. Bonnie and I 
stopped here in 2005 on our way down this road. A nice reminiscence. 

Tuesday I awoke (at 5am 
when the sneaky sun pops 
up) to wind and rain. No trip 
to Bardsey. Today we 
explored the radical David 
Lloyd George, one of the 
great Welshmen, who 
radically changed Britain.  

This was a busy and 
wonderful time with Pauline 
and Tim. I was very well 
looked after.  

The rest of my time in the 
UK was at meetings for 
TSSF, with a night with my 
Aunt in Berkhamsted. There 
will not be too many more 
times with this generation 

of my family, and we spent a lot of time with her telling stories.  

This time away was a gift and I returned exhausted and utterly enriched by all that 
happened. I thank the parish for your support.  

John Hebenton 

 

 

'A journey of a thousand miles begins with one step.' 

Lao Tzu  
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On Thursday’s after school, I go 
to Envirohub to spend a quiet 
hour sorting plastic lids by 
colour and number, making a 
very small dent in a very large 
ocean of plastic waste. Lids 
labelled with 2s and 5s are 

recycled by the Precious Plastic            
team who turn them into 
shred. They either sell 
the shred to other producers 
or use a large press, like a 
giant toasted 
sandwich maker, to melt the 
lids into colourful sheets. At 
this point the creative people 
turn them into whatever they 
can imagine. The primary aim 
is to keep this huge bulk of 
plastic out of the landfill. 
Sadly tops with no number 
have to be sent to the tip.  
In September Envirohub 

moved from a very small suite of rooms at the Historic Village to a much larger 
space in Glasgow St. They now have a great base to run their many programmes 
and can hold workshops on site.  
I got involved after seeing an ad on Facebook asking for help and, as it was on my 
way home from school, I decided I could contribute an hour or so helping with 
sorting. Volunteers go to the centre at different times during the week and 
will usually find a 30L container full of tops that have been washed (in a normal 
washing machine) and dried (in a hammock) ready to be sorted. Check out the 
Precious Plastics FB page if you'd like to be involved and keep bringing your tops 
to church as well.  
The Mauao picture was made by me and some students at Merivale School - 
another way to stop lids going to landfill.          Bonnie Hebenton 
  
Envirohub 
31B Glasgow Street, Tauranga   
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Six Weeks in Paradise (Well the South Island) 

Part 3 
Starting north up the west coast we moved from Haast to Fox Glazier stopping at 
Lake Paringa and Bruce Bay (to steal white rocks). 

 
  

We stayed at the Top Ten in Fox, an immaculate campground with great powered 
site and showers rated at 10 on the Bannockburn scale. (We rate showers from 1 
to 10 based on pressure and temperature, the DOC Bannockburn old post office 
hut was a 1) 

We did trips to the Franz Joseph Glacier and to 
Gillespie’s Beach. There is a glacier viewing site on 
the way to Gillespie’s beach, which is being 
upgraded, but the view is 
spectacular. 
    
After Fox we headed for 

Hokitika, stopping at Ross 
an old (and current) gold 
mining settlement. The 
museum is very good 
with Diorama showing 
the mining sites. We bought a gold pan, in case we 
felt inspired to become rich! (Actually for my 
daughter in Thames) 
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Ross has a connection with Gate Pa, with Samuel Mitchell 
who was one of the soldier’s to gain a Victoria Cross at the 
Battle of Gate Pa and is apparently buried at the Ross 
Cemetery. We couldn’t find the actual grave. 
Then on to Hokitika. Hokitika NZMCA camp is on the southern 
outskirts of the town of just before the road bridge into the 
town and is on the site of the first landing of a trans-Tasman 

flight. We had planned to stay just one night but the weather forecast was for 
heavy rain and high winds so we decided to stay an extra night to let the weather 
go through. 
After leaving Hokitika we headed north through Greymouth then inland towards 
Reefton. We stopped at the Brunner Mine Memorial the site of the worst mining 
disaster in New Zealand with 65 lives lost in one day on the 26th March 1896. The 
site has little left 
of the mine 
buildings but is 
well signposted 
with good 
walking tracks 
and information 
boards. 
 

Reefton is well worth a visit. It is the first town in 
New Zealand to have had electric street lighting 
mainly due to the riches of the local gold mining 
and some very forward thinking town’s people. 
The electricity was generated from a water 
powered Pelton Wheel generator with water 
redirected through a water race from the river. 
The power station was enlarged 3 times as people 
realised they could use the power for other things like washing machines! 
On the way to Reefton we passed the turn off to Waiuta a historic Gold Mine 
town, so we decided to backtrack without the caravan to have a look at the site. 
Waiuta mine started in 1906 and ran through to 1951. In its height it had schools, 
churches, tennis courts, bowling greens, police station and jail, and an Olympic 
sized swimming pool. The mine itself had a shaft some 563 metres deep. Only a 
few buildings remain as most were relocated when the mine closed, including the 
church which was relocated to Waimate.  
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After Reefton we decided to go up to Golden Bay as we had missed that out at the 
start of our trip due to weather. So from Reefton to Murchison and then on to 
Motueka. We had Easter in Motueka and attended Easter Sunday service at the 
Anglican Church. 

 
A day trip over the Takaka hill, with 
spectacular views from the Hawks Nest 
viewing platform with Bell Birds flying around, 
to Takaka and Collingwood. We tried to get a 
coffee in Collingwood but the service was so 
slow we gave up. Sandy visited the old 
Collingwood cemetery and lunch at Patons 
Rock beach before returning to Motueka.  
After Motueka we headed back to Nelson, this time we stayed at the Top Ten 
Camp at Tahuna. The dog area is at the older end of the site and is quite run down, 
with very small sites which are difficult to get into and out of with a caravan and 
car.  
We did another back track to Upper Moutere and the 
Bartlett Gold Gallery, where we improved the economy 
by purchasing 2 mugs and a leaf there, then on to Mapua 
Wharf for lunch. We 
would recommend the 
Mapua bakery for their 
delicious pies! 
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Minding the weather forecast which was for heavy rain and wind, we decided to 
head for Blenheim. On the way we stayed at the Pinedale Camp Ground at 
Canvastown just out of Havelock in torrential rain. A nice little camp 8km up a very 
windy road but in fine weather would be a great place to stay with gold panning in 
the river, bush walks and a mountain bike track. 

  
 The following morning was fine and clear so 
onwards to Blenheim. We stayed at the Blenheim 
racecourse between the racetrack and the golf 
course. While in Blenheim I went to Omaka Vintage 
Aircraft Museum. They had restored a De Havilland 
Mosquito which 
had been found in a 

shed with several other old aircraft, and they were 
going to run both engines for the first public 
viewing.  
 

With only a couple of days left for our South Island 
trip we decided we would head back to Koromiko 
and have a trip on the Marlborough Sounds Mail 
Boat. Teddy went to Doggy daycare in Koromiko and we spent a very pleasant 4 
hours around the Marlborough Sounds.  Again well worth the trip as you see much 
more of the sounds than you see on the ferry. The mail boat is fast and we visited 
several farm stations and the last whaling station. At each wharf if dogs turned up 
they got a tux biscuit. (and they knew it!!) 

  

The ferry was 
again several 
hours late in 
arriving and we 
left for the north 
Island 3 ½ hours 
late. We got lost going to Plimmerton as the 

Transmission Gully had opened since we left and we ended up 5 km up 
Transmission Gully before we could turn off into Cannons Creek. Quite a scary 
place at 9pm with a caravan on the back and very difficult to turn round in narrow 
streets. After a long day we finally made it back to Plimmerton NZMCA Park at 
around 9.30pm having travelled through Whitby and back onto the old State 
Highway 1. We decided we would break the trip home, on Friday night, at Waiouru 
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so as not to have to rush the trip. Parked at the rear of the Army museum with 
several other caravans and motorhomes it was the first night since Cromwell 
where the temperature was quite cold (4 degrees) Thank goodness for an English 
caravan with good insulation! 
Six weeks later we pulled into our own driveway. 
This is the first trip down South where we haven’t had time constraint’s due to 
work. This meant we could stop for more than 1 day when we wanted to and not 
have to do huge mileages each day to cover the areas we wanted to see. 
We know we missed a lot of the South but we did cover 5000 km in the 6 weeks. 
Pity the fuel prices were going up while we were away but we had no control over 
that so just had to grin and bear it. 
Roll on next year, hopefully we can do it again. 
Clark & Sandy Houltram. 
 

 

 

 
 

'To get through the hardest journey, we need to take only one step at a time, but 
we need to keep on stepping.' 

Chinese proverb 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Grateful thanks to the hard work by the Art Exhibition Committee. 
The hours spent sourcing artists, the set-up of our church hall and 

lounge, and presenting such a wide range of beautiful exhibits cannot 
be fully appreciated until the final moment. 

It hard financial times, our committee brought together the community 
for a Gala evening of art, music and in bad weather, hardy art lovers 

who ventured out to visit us. All gave praise for a wonderful exhibition. 
Thank you to Faye, Helen O’Connor, Helen Wieser, Brenda Wroe, Clark 
(sign installer extraordinaire), Sandy, Paul, Charmaine, Kiwidave and 

many others who quietly worked in the background. 
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Vicar    John Hebenton  021 679 202  john.hebenton@waiapu.com 

Priest Assistant  Debbie Garrett   021 868869 
Ministers   The Congregation 
Parish Administrator Charmaine McMenamin  578 7916       

admin.gatepa@waiapu.com 
Vicar's Warden  Clark Houltram    543 2366 
People’s Warden Faye Mayo   543 3369 
Prayer Circle  Rev'd Joyce Crawford   579 4363 

Website   www.stgeorgesgatepa.com 
Facebook Page   https://www.facebook.com/GatePaAnglican 
Vicar's Blog  http://colourfuldreamer.blogspot.co.nz/ 

 

 
 

 
The next Web is due out mid February 2023. 

If you would like to contribute a story, photos, a favourite recipe 
or anything else interesting, please send them to Charmaine in the office. 

The deadline is Friday 3rd February. 
admin.gatepa@waiapu  

Ph: 5787916 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

'We never know the journey another has walked, so be kind to everyone.' 
Lynete Mathe 
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