
             St George’s 
   Anglican Parish of Gate Pa 
                       All who enter here be reconciled 

17th April 2022  Easter Sunday 
Year C with The Rev’d John Hebenton 
 

Welcome to worship at St. George’s.  
Don’t forget to mask up. Please keep your nose covered. 
Please join us for morning tea after the 10am services. 

 

First Reading:  Acts 10:34-43      

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:19-26    

Gospel:  Luke 24: 1-12         
 

Sentence: “I have seen the Lord” 
 

Prayer for the Day: 
Alleluia, Living God,  
long ago faithful women  
proclaimed the good news of Jesus’s resurrection,  
and the world was changed forever. 
Teach us to keep faith with them,  
that our witness may be as bold, 
our love as deep, and our faith as true. 
Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 

All are welcome to receive communion in one kind. 
Please line up with your masks on and consume the bread in your seat. 

Prayers and anointing for healing are available during communion in the chapel, at 
the back of the church. 

Please keep this time silent for those who wish to pray 
  



Theme for the day  
Here we are on the other side of Good Friday. On the other side of death. This 
lent we have been reminded, more than ever, of the power of death. We have 
watched with horror the events in Ukraine, let alone all the forgotten conflicts 
in places like Ethiopia, Syria, and Yemen. We have negotiated our way through 
another wave of Covid, trying to act in ways the keep each other safe, and 
grieving those who have succumbed and died. The IPCC released its latest 
report again drawing our attention to the growing urgency around climate 
change, as increasingly damaging weather events happen with more frequency. 
This lent we have been faced with the powers that seek to bring death.  

And amid that we were invited as our Lenten discipline to pay attention to what 
brings us life. To make more space for that, and, to let go of those things that 
deny life. We do that because more than ever we need this life. We do that 
knowing God is present in all this, looking to bring life in the most hopeless of 
situations.  

Easter is all of this and more. Joy J. Moore says that “We need a biblical 
imagination to recognize all that God has been doing to restore the divine 
intention for humanity. The crucifixion was the culmination of humanity’s acts 
of violence against God. The resurrection is the climactic demonstration of 
God’s unrelenting love toward humanity.”1 

Easter is a celebration of God’s unrelenting life and desire for life for all 
creation. As we celebrate, we are invited to live resurrected lives. As Karoline 
Lewis2 says “Resurrection is not only the promise of life after death, which, 
after all, would be enough, but also the assurance that the life-giving love of 
God will always move the stones away. Tombs are just that -- containers for the 
dead. And while we seem rather content these days with such spaces -- those 
dead places that fuel corruption, deception, racism, sexism, suspicion, 
rejection, marginalization, misogyny, judgment, and fear -- God continues to 
roll those stones away that keep life at bay. And when the stale air of decay 
meets God’s breath that creates new life and the possibility of hope and peace, 
death truly is no more.” 

May you know God’s desire for resurrected life for you, for us, for this world. 
May you live in God’s compassion and generosity joining with God creating new 
life and the possibility of hope and peace. 
 

 
1 https://www.workingpreacher.org/dear-working-preacher/its-the-journey-that-matters 
2 <http://www.workingpreacher.org/craft.aspx?m=4377&post=4571> 



Prayer   
Our community: We pray for the communities of Gate Pa, Greerton, Oropi, The 
Lakes, Pyes Pa and Merivale. We particularly pray for the ministry of 
Centrepoint and Whanau Aroha. 
 

We pray for those who are dying, sick, in hospital or in any other kind of need, 
parishioners in rest homes and those who receive home communion and any 
others you hold in your hearts at this time. 
 

Our Church:  Today we pray for the social services agencies of Anglian Care 
Waiapu. 
 

Our World: Today we pray for the Province of Central Africa and the Province of 
Uganda. We continue to pray for the people of Ukraine. 
 

Notices 
All services will be ‘no vaccine pass required’. The Covid scanning 
posters will remain on display for those still using them. 

 

Facemasks: Please wear your facemask correctly during services and 
when you are walking around to keep others and ourselves 
safe. It needs to cover your mouth and nose securely!  

   

Rosters: Thank you for offering to serve on Sundays.  Please keep 
filling in the blank spaces 
 

Food bank: Please bring non-perishable items for Foodbank. 
 

The Friday Parish Prayer Circle - If you would like prayer for yourself 
or a family member, please contact the Rev’d Joyce Crawford (579 
4363) or Shirley Scott (571 2450). 

 

Spiritual Direction. "Kia ora!  I am looking for a willing Directee to join 
me on my training journey to be a Spiritual Director.  Could it be you?  I 
am enrolled in the 2 year Spiritual Growth Ministry NZ programme 

which involves supervised 'practice' of this ancient art alongside written work 
and receiving Spiritual Direction myself. I am keen to introduce myself and tell 
you more about it if you may be interested. Contact me on 07 544 1625 or 027 
629 6497 or email robertswhanau1@gmail.com 
Thanks for considering this.   Vicki Roberts"  

mailto:robertswhanau1@gmail.com


This coming week in the Parish:  
 
 

Monday 18th April Easter Monday Holiday 

Tuesday 19th April 9.30am Holy Communion.  

Wednesday 20th April    

Thursday 21thst April   

Friday 22nd April Prayer Circle meets in their own homes 
 

Sunday 24th April 8.30am & 10am Communion Service  
 

Service Next Week 24th April      2nd Sunday of Easter      
Psalm: 118:14-29 
Acts 5:27-32                                                            
Rev 1:4-8       
John 20:19-31 
 

Dates to note in your Diary: 
Gate Pa Day Commemoration- Friday 29th April.  
To commemorate Gate Pa Day, we are holding a service at 4pm. It 
will involve quiet as we remember all those who fought and died, 
and what the battle was about. At 4.30pm the bell will be rung 60 
times to remember the approximately 60 people who lost their 
lives in the battle. We will then finish with prayers/karakia. All are 

welcome. Please spread the word, invite people, and bring food on the day 
for a shared afternoon tea. 
 
Vicar   John Hebenton  021 679 202   
      john.hebenton@waiapu.com  
Ministers     The Congregation 
Parish Administrator   Charmaine McMenamin  578 7916          
      admin.gatepa@waiapu.com 
Vicar’s Warden    Clark Houltram    543 2366 
People’s Warden   Faye Mayo    543 3369 
Assistant Priest    Debbie Garrett    021868869 
Website     https://www.stgeorgesgatepa.com  
Facebook Page    https://www.facebook.com/GatePaAnglican 
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Knowing Jesus and making Jesus Known 
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